SEVERE WEATHER
SEASON

Are you ready?



May Ham

Breakfast
LOCATION

Orange Plate Café

1825 Peterson Road
Saturday, 7 May 2011
Time is from 8:00-9:30 AM
All are warmly invited to come on down and join us!

May Club Meeting

The club meeting will be on May 11" (second
Wednesday in May), at 7 pm at the Broadway Deli,
301 Garden of the Gods Rd.

PPRAA Club Officers

President Mike Derbort KCOELG
Vice President Galen Steele AGJA
Secretary Dan Scott W@RO
Treasurer Pam Scott WO@PRS
Board Gordon Dixon KD@FKF
Board Dave Moore K@DAM
Board Tom Brereton W@TOM
Board Doug Nielsen N7LEM

@-Beat Editor Mike Anderson WV7T

All officers can be contacted at:
boardmembers@ppraa.org

4@ years of Amateur
Radio

40 Years in Amateur Radio
WNOEOM-WBOILEY-WV7T

1971-1973 1973-1988 1988-2011

.Chief Petiy Officer, USNJRET, E -
510 West Polk Street, Colorado Springs, CO. 80907-6019

Mike Anderson, WV7T

0 ARS Date: May___2011 Time___z Freq: KHz Mode: RST: msmyx

May 1% to May 31°". Mike, WV7T, will operate a
Special Event Station with the call WV7T/4Q
celebrating 49 years as a ham. Operations will
be on 14.070 Mhz, 14.090 Mhz, 14.295 Mhz,
28.400 Mhz , 52.555 Mhz, and 146.400 Mhz.
Certificate available for SASE or prearranged
at PPRAA June meeting.

**PPRAA MEGAFEST***

Saturday July 16, 2011
0800 to 1300
Lewis-Palmer High School
1300 Higby Road, Monument, CO

How many of you got your
Transparent Coax orders in
early for Field Day?

April Club Meeting

2011 April 13"
PPRAA April Club Meeting Minutes

Michael, KCOELG, called the meeting to order at
7:06.

Everyone in the room introduced themselves with
their name, call-sign, and what amateur radio
activities they participated in since the last meeting.

Galen, AG@QA, made a motion to approve of the
March minutes as written in the @-Beat. Mike,
WVT7T seconded Galen’s motion. The March
minutes were then approved by the club.

Committee Reports:



Treasurer’'s

Dan, WJRO, read the treasures report showing
that we have $8,431.02 in the three accounts.
MegaFest tables are ahead of March 2010
Membership is down from March 2010

MegaFest

Dan, WJRO, indicated that we need more
volunteers supporting MegaFest. Although we
would like people to sign up for specific positions,
we will include an on-site signup allowing us to
assign people ad-hoc.

Membership

Michael, KC@ELG, announced that the web site is
being modified to include member’s only section.
The membership section will eventually include the
@-Beat and other club related information.

Be sure to keep your email updated with the
membership roster as your email will be the means
for gaining access to the future membership only
section(s).

The meeting sign-in book will include a location for
your email address.

Contest and Awards Committee

Michael, KC@QELG, indicated that there is work at
re-vamping the awards program. The new program
is to take into account you amateur radio activity to
encompass the many different aspects of amateur
radio. This will include your involvement in
ECOMM, club activities, and the various other on-
air activities.

Field-Day

Doug, N7LEM: Field-day this year will be at the
proposed location of the PPRAA club station.
Setup will be Friday, June 25th. Lunch will be
served by the PPRAA Saturday; Dinner (supper)
Saturday evening will be potluck with PPRAA
providing a meat course. Breakfast will be served
Sunday morning. Map and directions to the FD
location will be posted on the www.ppraa.org web
site

PPRAA Club Station

Doug, N7LEM: The location is coming along nicely
with the foundation poured, walls up, and other
construction well underway. The attorney will be
drawing up a simple agreement between PPRAA
and the property owner.

Other Business:

Badge Orders

A sign-up for PPRAA name/call badges was
passed around which many members signed.
Once we get a number count we will work on
getting a discounted price. The badges have been
$10.00 to $12.00 in the past.

Thursday night net

Doc, W@MCT, reported that the Thursday Night net
is still operating and in good shape. The net meets
at 7:00 PM Thursdays on 28.390 USB. Because
the net is geared to help you learn more about your
rig(s), local propagation, antennas...etc, the net
may jump around between modes and frequencies.
Other Modes and frequencies include LSB, FM and
AM on 10-meters, 6-meter SSB, as well as USB,
and AM on 2-meters and 440-cm

Ham Breakfast

Due to many amateur radio conflicts, the April
breakfast was cancelled earlier in the week.
Apologies to anyone not on the email reflector not
receiving the message.

Doc, W@MCT, suggested that we centralize the
monthly breakfasts at Broadway Deli. The
Broadway Deli is centrally located to PPRAA
members and would be an excellent location. This
will be discussed at the next PPRAA board meeting

Filled Positions

* Contest and Awards Committee Chairman — Mike,
WVTT

* Photographer — Randy Nordstrom

Open Positions

* VE Coordinator:  This position involves setting
up the test sessions by coordinating the room
(currently at Colorado Tech), getting the test team
set up, and notifying the ARRL of scheduled
events. Jackie, ACACA, the current VE
Coordinator will train and gradually transition out of
this position.

* Historian: Maintain the existing history and add
picture, articles and other features that the
volunteer thinks interesting into the future.

Library Display
July 1st we have 1 hour to install the display in the
Library.



Concept of display to cover: PPRAA,
ARES/RACES, Skywarn, AMSAT

Upcoming Events:

CCARC Meeting
April 30th. Check the CCARC website for details

HAMCON

The 2011 ARRL Rocky Mountain Division
Convention will take place August 5-7 (Friday
through Sunday) in Taos, NM. A forum topic will be
started for those interested in car pooling.

Tour De Cure

Dan, W@RO, talked about The Tour de Cure
Colorado. This is a one day non-competitive
cycling event that raises critical funds for the
American Diabetes Association. The date for the
Southern Colorado (Woodland Park) Tour de Cure
will be May 14th.

Need volunteers to assist with station and provide
crucial communications. Sign up to assist by going
to
http://www.wavelinedata.com/ARESPSE/Default.as

pX

This is an ARES communications event where brief
concise communications are required. If discussing
a participant only their bib number should be used
over the air and never their name.

The Gold-Wing club will be providing on the road
assistance and will be communicating via CB radio.
As such it is advisable to have a CB radio at each
station along the route.

Frame Twisters Motorcycle Event

The Frame Twisters MC will organize a motorcycle
event in the Pikes Peak region on Oct 9, 2011. The
board has recommended we table participation until
after the Tour de Cure.

Colorado QSO Party
The QSO party is Saturday September 3, 2011.

Next Meeting

* Wednesday, 7 May

* Broadway Deli, just off “Garden of the Gods road”
near |1-25.

PPRAA Board Minutes

PPRAA April 11 ™ Board meeting
Call to Order — 7:00 pm
Minutes of the April board meeting __ — John
Wishart, KC@JFH moved and Doug Neilsen,
N7LEM seconded, all approved.

Treasurer’'s Report  — Pam Scott reported that we
had $8,431.02 in the 3 bank accounts.

Michael, KCOELG asked if we had the ability to
track various accounts, scholarships, etc — the
answer is yes. Pam has many years experience in
non-profit accounting. Michael is checking into
setting up a scholarship fund. Tom Brereton,
W@TOM advised to use caution if setting up
designated donations. He’s seen this turn into a
mess.

Megafest Committee — Next meeting is
Wednesday, April 14" at 6:00 pm just before the
regular meeting starts. TechConnect president has
moved, Dan to contact the new one to make sure
all is set for the forums. Brian M. talked to several
vendors at the hamfest in Longmont to encourage
them to come to our Megafest. Dan to contact John
Maxwell to send us pictures of the communications
trailer for our website. Dan to contact Maria to
make sure all is ready there; and contact the
scoutmaster about the scouts helping early
Saturday morning with vendor unloading. Dan
contacted Dick W@RAA'’s son about prices on
shirts and hats. He is to be sending Dan more
information.

Social Networking — no update

Special Event — American Diabetes Association
Tour de Cure — Saturday, May 14" bike ride along
highway 67. We are working with PPARES to man
this event for communications and safety. Contact
Rob Roller to sign up to help. n7lv@amsat.org
Need to send out reminders for this event — still
need volunteers.

Frame Twisters Motorcycle Event _ — only event
communications, we could complement the already
existing emergency communications. Do we still
want to help? Decision to table helping with this
event until we see how participation goes with the
Tour De Cure event goes. This event is not until the
fall, so we still have time.

Open Positions
VE Coordinator — position still open Historian




Contest & Awards Chairman — Mike Anderson,
WVT7T accepted the position

Photographer — Doug Nielsen, N7LEM said he
would talk to Diana to talk to Randy about this
position.

Unfinished Business —

Library update — We are reserved for July — setup
is Friday, July 1 at 9:00 am Briargate Library

Field Day — Building is coming along out east.
Doug Neilsen, N7LEM to verify if we can have Field
Day out there. Suggestion was made to invite
members of WATLM to participate with us.

Location for permanent club meetings — Michael
Derbort, KCOELG has been checking on various
locations for club meetings, Challenger Learning
Center is an option.

Membership Benefits —
Open discussion about the benefits —
* Should we have membership cards, if so,

who is going to be responsible for these?

e technical support
* access to club station
* education & training

» 0-Beat — provide a password for all
members to access, non-members can
access archive issues from the website.

* Picnic

» Field Day

*  Christmas party
* Door prizes

New Business —
 Scholarship Fund - $500 or $1,000

» What would be the process to apply? Pam
to send Michael samples.

Galen Steele, AG@A made a motion that new
members get a name tag after attending 3
meetings. Pam Scott, WGPRS seconded. Motion
carried.

John Wishart requested that we contact Plaque
World to get an order form for name badges and
take orders at a club meeting. Pam Scott said she
would call them.

CCARC meeting April 30" at Colorado College
Doug Neilsen will be attending.

Respectfully submitted

Dan Scott, Secretary

T€CHNICAL €DUCATION

Mike Anderson, WV7T
wv7t@arrl.net

719-229-8610

***| ICENSE CLASSES ***
Contact Mike WVT7T for information.

The present classes are going very well.

License and code tutoring. Electronic theory.
Technical instruction upon request.

Site for General Class PowerPoints:
www.rtsi.com/~HRInstructor

Another great study material site
www.K3DIO.com

Powerpoint files covering subelements (GO-
G9) for the new General license exam effective
July 1, 2011 are available for download from
the link below in zipped format. The files can
easily be turned into slideshows for use in
license exam classes or exam cram sessions
and displayed using a laptop computer and
video projector.

http://ars.nc4fb.org/downloads/general-2011-
ppt.zip



<http://ars.nc4fb.org/downloads/general-2011-
ppt.zip>

Flashcards for subelements (G0-G9) for the
new General license exam are available from
the link below in zipped format. No additional
software is required to view the flashcards
which are randomly displayed each time they
are viewed. Double click the file names.
Advance the flashcards using the right arrow,
backup with the left arrow, press <esc> to
terminate the viewing session. The viewing
session automatically terminates after the last
flashcard has been viewed.

http://ars.nc4fb.org/downloads/general-2011-
flashcards.zip
<http://ars.nc4fb.org/downloads/general-2011-
flashcards.zip>

Free amateur and commercial radio license
exam study programs and materials are
available at the link below.

http://nc4fb.org

Congratulations to Joseph Nonnast and David
Hoza - brand new general licensed hams who
passed their TWO tests yesterday! You earn
membership in the club. Hope to see you at a
meeting soon - the next one is April 13th at
Broadway Deli on Garden of the Gods. (See our
website for more details. www.ppraa.org)

Welcome back Steve Williams, KBSRW
renewing member!

Hope to see all of you at a meeting

Pam Scott, WJPRS
PPRAA Treasurer

The Frontier Amateur Radio Society (FARS) is
pleased to present the 2011 Nevada QSO Party.

The Nevada QSO Party was founded by FARS.
However, for the past few years it has been
administered by a couple of different groups and most

recently has become known as the Nevada Mustang
Round-Up. The administration of the NQP has
recently been passed back to FARS.

We are pleased to announce the creation of the
"Silver State Series" a collection of three contests
associated with our state.

Nevada is proud to be a part of the 7th Call Area and
a participating state in the 7th Area QSO Party, the
first event in the series. We urge all Nevada hams to
get on the air May 7-8 and support the 7QP.

The second event in the series is our own state QSO
party the Nevada Mustang

Round-Up. It takes off for 24 hours the following
weekend on May 14th.

The Silver State Series is rounded out on September
10th with the first running of the new "Nevada High
Noon Shootout". The Shootout is a fast paced
"sprint" type of event.

Full details of all the events are located at the new
Nevada QSO Party website
http://www.nvgsoparty.info

High quality plagues will be awarded to the winners in
each category. Equally high quality certificates will be
sent to the high score in each state, providence, and
DXCC entity.

We are looking forward to hearing you on the air next
month.

73,

John H. Bigley-N7UR
President

Frontier Amateur Radio Society

May 2011 Contests

+ AGCW QRP/QRP Party 1300Z-1900Z, May 1

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB 1900Z-
2030z, May 2

+ ARS Spartan Sprint 0100Z-0300Z, May 3

+ MIE 33 Contest 1100Z-1500Z, May 4 and
2300Z, May 4 to 0300Z, May 5



+ Araucaria VHF Contest 0000Z, May 7 to 1600Z,
May 8

+ 10-10 Int. Spring Contest, CW 0001Z, May 7 to
23597, May 8

+ CQ-M International DX Contest 1200Z, May 7 to
11597, May 8

+ 7th Call Area QSO Party 1300Z, May 7 to 0700Z,
May 8

+ Indiana QSO Party 1600Z, May 7 to 0400Z, May 8

+ ARI International DX Contest 2000Z, May 7 to
2000z, May 8

+ New England QSO Party 2000Z, May 7 to 0500Z,
May 8 and 1300Z-2400Z, May 8

+ SKCC Weekend Sprint 0000Z-2400Z, May 8
+ NAQCC-EU Monthly Sprint 1800Z-2000Z, May 9

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1100Z-1200Z, May 11 and
1900Z-2000Z, May 11 and 0300Z-0400Z, May 12

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data 1900Z-
2030z, May 11

+ FOC QSO Party 0000Z-2359Z, May 14

+ EUCW Fraternizing CW QSO Party 1000Z, May 14
to 2000Z, May 15

+ VOLTAWW RTTY Contest 1200Z, May 14 to
1200z, May 15

+ FISTS Spring Sprint 1700Z-2100Z, May 14
+ WAB LF Phone 1000Z-1400Z, May 15

+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0100Z-0300Z, May
16

+ NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint 0030Z-0230Z,
May 19

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW 1900Z-2030Z,
May 19

+ Feld Hell Sprint 1500Z-1700Z, May 20 and
1800Z-2000Z, May 20

+ His Maj. King of Spain Contest, CW 1200Z, May 21
to 1200Z, May 22

+ Baltic Contest 2100Z, May 21 to 0200Z, May 22
+ SKCC Sprint 0000Z-0200Z, May 25

+ CQ WW WPX Contest, CW 0000Z, May 28 to
23597, May 29

+ ARCI Hootowl Sprint 2000 local - 2400 local, May
29

+ MI QRP Memorial Day CW Sprint 2300Z, May 29 to
0300Z, May 30

Rocky Mountain Division
CONVENTION

We are pleased to announce that registration for the
2011 ARRL Rocky Mountain Division Convention is
now OPEN!

The 2011 ARRL Rocky Mountain Division Convention
will take place August 5-7 (Friday afternoon through
Sunday late morning) in gorgeous Taos, New Mexico
at the Sagebrush Inn hotel and Convention center.
The theme of this year's Convention is
"(Re)Discovering the Thrill of Ham Radio", and every
activity and event being planned by the Convention
will reflect this theme.

Head over to the Convention website --
www.2011Convention.org — and read about
everything that's being organized for your enjoyment,
whether you've been a ham for many years or are
brand-new to the exciting hobby and service. Note
the impressive guest speakers who will travel from
across the nation to enjoy the Convention alongside
you; the numerous ham radio manufacturers and
vendors who will be present; the many fun individual
and club ham radio challenges and competitions; the
buy/selling/trading that will occur; the memorable
activities being planned especially for spouses and
family members; the chance to create pileups on the
bands by operating special event station W1AW/5;
unigue activities such as a possible high-altitude
balloon launch with ham payload; the opportunity to
socialize with perhaps nearly a thousand hams from
all over our great Division enjoying the event; the
delicious meals with guest speakers; the many prizes



to be given away throughout the event; and the
chance to relax for a nice weekend alongside new
and old ham friends at the comfortable Convention
hotel.

Members of the ARES, DX/Contesting, and QRP
communities take note: We are organizing TRACKS
of forums specifically for you. That is, up to eight (8)
forums from Friday evening through Sunday morning
dedicated specifically to ARES topics. And the same
for DX/Contesting. And the same for QRPers. Join
many fellow hams who share your exact interests

at the Convention for a great weekend of swapping
ideas and camaraderie. We'll also have an additional
eight forums on other exciting topics that don't
necessarily fall within the above categories

(things like internet HF remote bases, high altitude
ballooning, HF propagation phenomena, and more).

All the details you'll need about the 2011 ARRL
Rocky Mountain Division Convention including
registration and vendor information await you at
www.2011Convention.org (easy to remember, and
easy to announce on the air and at club meetings).

A quick note: We've noticed a minor bug with our
online registration. If you run into difficulties putting
multiple, identical things into your shopping cart (such
as a husband and wife signing up for identical
registration categories at the same time), please
simply purchase one and then make a separate,
second purchase for the other.

Please mark your calendars and make plans with
your spouse/family, ham friends, and club members
to carpool/caravan to beautiful Taos, New Mexico this
August 5-7 for an incredible Convention.

Thursday Evening Net

Please join us for the Thursday Night 10-meter net.
We meet at 7:00 PM (Local) on or near 28.390
USB. The goal of the net is for Technicians through
Extra class operators to enjoy a weekly on-the-air
chat, and experiment with various transmission
modes. The outcome of the net has been a
surprise to new better understanding of our radios,
filter usage, mic gain, transmission line..etc.

This is a perfect net for an introduction to HF and/or
SSB too. The netis informal, just jump in with your
call and net control will get you on the list. One
thing that is (almost) always is giving a description

of you rig, antenna system and approximate
location.

We also exchange 10-10 numbers

Technicians remain operating SSB as do other
class operators with SSB only radios. If you are
restricted to SSB do not let that bother you as we
take that into account even as we jump between
modes (AM, FM, DSB, LSB).

Hope to hear you Thursdays on the net!

73s
Dan WGRO

MARC May VE
Exam

The Mountain Amateur Radio Club VE Team will be
conducting a VE session at 10 am on Saturday,
May 7th, in the Community Meeting Room of the
Woodland Park Library, 218 East Midland Avenue.
The MARC VE Team is affiliated with the
ARRL/VEC and examinations for all classes of
license will be offered.

Full information, including driving directions to the
Woodland Park Library, is available under “VE
Sessions” on the MARC website at
http://www.nx0g.org/ve.html or contact Wes Wilson
(K@HBZ) at kOhbz@arrl.net or call (719) 687-8758.

If attending, please BE SURE to bring the following
items to the session:

1. A valid PHOTO ID, driver's license preferred (if
you do not have a valid photo ID, please call for
alternative identification requirements).



2. Your SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER (now
required — this includes children).

3. Your ORIGINAL amateur radio license (if any)
AND a PHOTOCOPY for the VE Team to keep.

4. The ORIGINAL of any relevant CSCEs you may
have AND a PHOTOCOPY for the VE Team to
keep.

5. Cash, Check or Money Order for $15 (standard
ARRL VE Fee). Checks and money orders should
be made out to MARC and covers all the different
exams you wish to take at the VE session.

MARC VE Team policy, as with many VE Teams, is
to not allow same day retests on failed exams.

For already licensed hams, MARC members should
be monitoring the MARC repeater system 146.820-
or 448.650- (both 107.2 Hz) if you need help with
talk-in.

73 Wes K@HBZ

DIr1s AND TITS

For Sale or Wanted

Have something to sell or trying to find something
or just want to see something get to a good home?
Send it in to wv7t@arrl.net and see it in Dits and
Bits.

FOR SALE:

For Sale ...Yaesu FT-897D.

Purchased new June 2006.

Non- smoker.

Has original box....complete....manual, etc.
Condition is 10 of 10.

The only option is the Yaesu FP-30 built-in power
supply.

This would be a great rig for a new ham.

HF, VHF,UHF.SSB, CW, FM, Digital, etc.

Priced at $850

Frank, KF@zZ
719-594-9386
fhilligas@msn.com

"FOR SALE : Alinco DJ-580 HT Dual band, Dual
receive with a Radio Shack Microphone. This also

includes a drop in rapid charger, takes about an
hour to charge, plus an Alinco Model EDC-34 Ni-
CD Battery Charger. Everything works as it's
supposed to. | would like $140.00 obo. Reason for
sale | have three HT's... Please email me at
NOmud@arrl.net or call 719-597-1906"

WANTED:

WANTED: Aluminum tubing, coax, hose clamps,
wire insulators, wire (apx 12-14 gauge). For ham
antenna classes.

Mike WV7T wv7t@arrl.net

A simple home-built soundcard interface

This years Field Day prize



Membership Application
Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 16521, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80935

Date: [ ] New Membership [ ] Renewal
Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Call: License Class: Telephone:

Additional Name: Call Class ARRL mbr? [ ] Yes[ ] No
Additional Name: Call Class ARRL mbr? [ ] Yes[ | No
Additional Name: Call Class ARRL mbr? [ ] Yes[ ] No

E-mail address:

Do you want your newsletter delivered via e-mail in PDF Format? [ ]1Yes[ ]No
Are you an ARRL member? [ ] Yes [ ] No

One year membership rates, prorated, January through December:
(See schedule at bottom)

[ ] Full Member - $15.00 [ ] Family Membership (same address) - $18.00
[_] Full Member over 65 - $10.00 [ ] Family Membership (both over 65) - $12.00
[ 1 Associate Member - $12.00 [ ] Newsletter only $12.00

Please check activities for which you would volunteer:

[ ]Field Day [ ] Hamfest [ | Hospitality [ ] Public Relations

[ ] RFI Committee [ ] Radio demonstrations

[ 1 On-Air Nets/Roundtables [ ] Teach potential hams about ham radio (Elmering)
[ ] Special Event Communications (walks, foot races, bicycle races, etc.)

Your Interests:

[ 1HF [ ] VHF/UHF [_] Contests [_] Technical [ ] FM [ ] SSB [_] Pub Svc/Emergency Comm

[ ] Digital [ | DX [ | Hardware [_] [1] L1
Jan- Mar  Apr-June Jul-Sep Oct-Dec
Full: $15.00 $11.25 $7.50 $3.75
Family: $18.00 $13.50 $9.00 $4.50
Senior: $10.00 $7.50  $5.00 $2.50
Sr Fam: $12.00 $9.00 $6.00 $3.00
Associate: $12.00 $9.00  $6.00 $3.00
Please Note: You must submit a completed application form along with your check to the Treasurer jor both new

members as well as renewals. Thank you. PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY!



Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 16521
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521 USA

To:



