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QRP HI KI NG W TH KFZUR

Every once in a while | like to take a short hike in the area. There
are sonme beautiful trails to explore. And every once in a while you
conme across a spot that offers grand vistas of Col orado Springs and
t he surrounding area. On nore than one occasion | thought, “wouldn’t
it be great to be able to sit here for a while, enjoy the view, and
make sone QSOs around the country and the world?” Then | would
forget about it and continue hiKking.

My interest was piqued when Yaesu canme out with the FT-817. Boy,
what a rig it seened. Small with all bands and all nodes. | started
pl anning. To be able to operate for a few hours it would need a
reasonabl e sized battery, say 7 Ah, as it draws hundreds of

mllianmps (M) on receive and |ots nore when transmtting. Well, the
conmbi ned wei ght of the transceiver and a battery seened doable to
put in a backpack, but not ideal. | kept thinking about it,

continuing to plan.

Then El ecraft came out with the KX-1. It’'s CWonly, and very snall
(the size of a small stack of index cards), light weight (9 oz.),
lots of features standard or available (built-in keyer, automatic
antenna tuner, digital display, 3 bands). It put out 5 watts, but
only drew 40 mA on receive, which neans that a nuch snaller
battery would suffice. This was t! This is the rig that could nake
the dreama reality.
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| bought the rig at the Dayton Hanvention, with the optional 30M
nodul e and Automatic Antenna Tuner. It went together very easily.
Even though | needed to use a magnifying glass to identify the
val ues of some of the conponents, the parts, circuit board, and
instructions were all top notch. And it worked the first tine!

| also picked up a small gel cell battery at Dayton. It’s 12V, 2.0
Ah, about the size of the KX-1 and wei ghs about 1.5 |Ibs. Just
right. The KX-1 will work with 6 internal AA batteries and put out
2 watts, but | decided to go for big power at 12 volts...5 watts.

Next | needed an antenna. Sone of the places | had in mnd to hike
and operate didn’'t have many trees to sling wires between. |
researched portabl e antennas on the Internet and decided to build
one designed by Phil Salas, AD5X. It’s been witten up in QST and
CQafewtimes. It is a 12-foot-high, center-|oaded vertical for 10M
— 80M In the original design the antenna col | apses down to 2-foot

pi eces. After a few of nmy own designs, and with a great idea fromny
nei ghbor Wes, K@WES, | assenbled a version that has only a few
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t el escopi ng pi eces and col |l apses down to 1 foot. | use RG 174 coax
(very thin) to keep the weight down. Its |osses are higher than

ot her larger, heavier coaxes, but since I’'monly using 15 feet, it’'s
not an issue. The whol e antenna wei ghs about 2 |bs, including the
coax. It was great fun designing the nechanics, with lots of tine
spent staring at parts at Hone Depot.

The |l ast part | needed was a key. Elecraft sells one that plugs
directly into the KX-1, but | decided to get a Palm M ni-Paddle. It
wei ghs a few ounces, it’s rugged and works very well (ny key was
just used on the Peter | DX-pedition).

| renenbered | had a small solar charger |aying around the house.
It’s one of those $40 light-weight trickle chargers (12V 100ma) t hat
plugs into a car’s cigarette lighter to keep the battery charged
when the car is not used for extended periods. | thought it would be
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a good idea to keep the battery topped off. | replaced the cigarette
lighter plug with Anderson Powerpoles, which | put on the rig and
battery as well, and | was all set. This solar charger puts out

enough current to operate the KX-1 on receive WTHOUT ANY OTHER
BATTERY.

The results were fantastic! | enjoyed the challenge of running QRP.
Wiile | didn't get everyone | called, | got many, including DX |
found sitting in the beautiful Rocky Muuntains with a small but very
capabl e setup making QSCs was very, very satisfying. Wth the sol ar
charger plugged in with our usually sunny days, | could operate ALL
DAY, and not just for a few hours.

The dreamwas finally a reality, only better.

My favorite spot is near ny QTH on a trail on M. Bl odgett,

overl ooking the AFA. And what | hear over and over fromfolks I'm
QGO ing with when | tell them I’ mportable hiking at 8000 feet is
“Cee, | always wanted to do that.”

Shel Radin
KFAUR

@-Beat  Join us Thursdays at 7 pm on 146.58 for our Simplex Net! Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association
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NEWS FLASH

PPRAA has the opportunity to
participate in conjunction with
t he Col orado Springs Pioneers

wor ked

out between the

and the Pi oneers Miseum

Museum to cel ebrate the 200t h
anni versary of Zebul on Pike’'s

historic journey. This
July, we have the chance
to set up a speci al

event station at the
opening of a tine
capsul e that was pl aced
in Antlers Park 100
years ago on the
centennial of Pike's
journey. To quote the

Pi oneers Museum web
page, “Opening of the

Pi ke Centennial Tine
Capsule in Antlers

Par k. Marking the 200th
anni versary of the day
Pi ke enbarked on his
western sojourn this
event conbi nes nusic and
suspense. Miuseum st af f
will rediscover a 1906
time capsul e placed
during the Pike
Centenni al . The Col orado
Springs Conservatory and
t he Col orado Springs
Choral will perform
original and historic
musi ¢ during this m dday
event. The public can

| eave their mark on

hi story by participating
in the creation of a new
time capsule
commenorating the Pike
Bi centenni al .”

Mor e i nformati on
follow as details

to
are

COM

M ke K@VLA
kam a@urrl . net

MITTEE CHAIRS/

POINTS OF CONTACT

Audi ti ng:
Asset :

E-Mai |l Refl:

Field Day:
Swapf est :

H storian:

| nterference:
Menber shi p:
Pr ogr ans:

Publicity:

Publ i c Service:
Tech Ed:

VEC Li ai son:

VE Cont act:

Webrnast er :

ANMBAT Coor d:

ARRL Awards Myr:
ARES Em Coord:
ARES Li ai son:
ARRL Section Myr:
CCARC Li ai son:
HanCon Chai r man:
RACES O ficer:

Open
M ke Stansberry K@TER
John Wshart KCAFH
kcg fh@rrl.net /
488- 2439
Dan Scott KB@PPM
R ck Brown K@ZSU
k@Zsu@del phi a. net
531-9423
Ron Deut sch NK@P
Bill Petty NZNJX
Les Borst KC@NC
M ke Allison KGVLA
kOm a@rrl . net
590- 4812
Chri stopher Tayl or
ncét @rrl . net
260- 8081
M ke Stansberry KQ@TER
M ke Anderson W/7/T
w7t @rrl. net
229-8610
Denni s Maj or NJABC
ndabc@rrl . net
531-6774
Eri k Mugel e KGZXE
ve@ euton.org
278-4363
Doug N el sen N7LEM
n7l em@ 7] em net
Tom McDani el NENTX
R ck Brown K@ZSU
Dean Haski ns KAZPI |
M ke Stansberry KQ@TER
Jeff Ryan KZRM
Dan Scott KB@PPM
Jerry VerDuft ADZA
Doc Cornel | WAMCT

NC6T
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Menbership commttee report

Pl ease wel cone these New Menbers: Total Nunber of Menbers: 123
ARLENE  HI CKEY KAOOYZ
WARREN H CKEY VOYNE Qur club has 68 past nenbers
THOVAS KENI VER VBONVC who have not renewed for 2006.
DON NOODY KCOPEJ | f you know of any who have not
ERI K NMUCELE KGOXE renewed talk to themto see if
KARL NI EL SEN KCONPP they have just forgotten or if
DI ANA NI ELSEN KCONPQ it is something they are
DOUGLAS NI ELSEN N7LEM dissatisfied wth.
JOYCE W TTE KAODEH
Les KCENC
Pikes Peak ARES El Paso County RACES Activities
hitp:/ /www.ppares.org/ http://www.qsl .net/epcraces/

AN, 5 as0 Lounty o
-~ RACES
/ iﬁ__f’jl.é' [ Hufi Linatour

Cird! Emergriey Seraie

No Report G ven. No Report @G ven.

AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE EXAMINATIONS

The Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association Volunteer Examiner (VE) team holds testing
sessions at 9 AM at the Colorado Technical University, 4435 North Chestnut
(just west of 1-25 and just south of Garden of the Gods Rd).
Exam fee is $14.00 for 1, 2, 3, or all 4 elements at a session.
Checks should be payable to ARRL/VEC. For further details and a list of what to bring,
contact Erik Mugele KG@XE or Dennis Major NBABC or visit the PPRAA web site.
Mark your calendars:

June 10 -- Aug. 12 -- Oct. 14 -- Dec. 9

@-Beat  Join us Thursdays at 7 pm on 146.58 for our Simplex Net! Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association
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PPRAA BOARD MEETING MINUTES
13 March 2006

Attendees: Christopher NC6T, M ke
K@AWLA, Ji m ABAK, M ke W/7T, Rick
K@SU, Doug N7LEM Su KCZPRN, John
KCAIFH

Christopher called the neeting to
order at 7PM

Ri ck noved that the neeting be
approved as printed in the & Beat.
Passed.

Reports

Treasurer’s Report - Ji m ABAK
reported the total balance in our 3
accounts was $5989. 60

Vice President’s Report — M ke K@AVLA
not ed upcom ng prograns:
April - Fox Hunting tips
May - Contesting ?
June - FD Prep, COO for ARRL
July - Hanton Overvi ew
August - Interference
Sept — BPL Update (possible)
Cct - Election

Unfi ni shed Busi ness

Annual Inventory - Rick KU will be
inventorying w M ke KJTER this
weekend.

Hanton 2006 — W will be needing
vol unteers to man the PPRAA boot h.

Cl ub banner — Christopher - price

i ncrease due to nore conplicated | ogo
than initial quote..

Jim M ke K@VMLA noved/ seconded to buy
the 2x6 foot banner at $128. 88.

Donation letter — M ke W7T has not
been able to contact W2TJO regardi ng
the antenna donation yet.

Xmas party - Su provided a wite-up
for the Xnas party procedure to

include in the club operations nmanual .

Cont'd Pg 8

PRESIDENT:
Christopher Taylor NC6T*
nc6t@arrl.net / 260-8081

VICE PRESIDENT:
Mike Allison KGMLA
kOmla@arrl.net / 590-4812

SECRETARY:
John Wishart KCAJIFH*
jrwishart@msn.com / 481-2439

TREASURER:
Jim Harris ABGUK
abOuk @yahoo.com / 641-8477

J-BEAT EDITOR:
Jackie Cornwell ACOCA
acOca@arrl.net / 632-8254

DIRECTOR/PAST PRESIDENT:
Rick Brown K@SU*
kOsu@adel phia.net / 531-9423

DIRECTOR:
Mike Anderson WV 7T*
wv7t@arrl.net / 229-8610

DIRECTOR:
Suisei Goguen KCAPRN
cobweb@divide.net / 481-8684

DIRECTOR:
Paul Moraine NGPWM
pmorane@msn.com / 638-0273

* Infinal year of 2-year term.
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Tech C ass - Christopher - Frank

Ski nner not able to find a space for
the class yet. He has dropped it for
this year.

Projector Loan Policy - Christopher —
Qur coments were incorporated.

Pi ke Peak Di scovery 200'" anniversary
speci al event station - Mke K@VMLA —
pl anning for this activity is

proceeding with the Pioneers Miseum

New Busi ness

Servi ce Enpower nent Transformation
(SET) organi zation requested through
M ke K@TER t hat PPRAA run/sponsor an
aid station for Cycle for SET, a
special event famly bike ride. The
response to doing this was not
favorabl e, since no conmmunication
servi ces woul d be provided.

Round the Tabl e

Su — Suggested the Christnas party
chai rperson shoul d book now for
Christmas party. She will contact the
church to reserve the church for 2006.
This would be for a Friday in Dec,
first 2 weeks preferred, Dec 8, first
choi ce, or 15, next.

Picnic — Su also volunteered to do the
picnic again. WIIl organize and
reserve the park, Dirty Woman Park in
Monurent, 11AM 3PM on a Sat in August.
Try to avoid MARC Canpfest and Pi kes
Peak Ascent/ Marat hon dates.

JimABAUK - regarding the Jess Mley
ad. Jimw |l contact Dennis NJABC
regardi ng paynent status for Jess’
adverti sing.

Can we have sone thene nights?
Hawai i an shirt night, boat anchor

ni ght, nobile installation night.

Maybe prizes for best itenfP Tech talk
Solicit ads fromlocal hans for our
newsl etter.

El ecraft and lcomw || support us wth
advertising material for the Megafest.

Ri ck K@ZsU
Megaf est neeting this Sat 9AM at The
Renodel er.

Ri ck M_A

Qur door prize fund is grow ng. How
can we disperse this to keep it down?
Suggestions: door prizes at picnic,
field day, Xmas party.

Do we need a sinplex net comittee?
Can we get names/addresses of |oca
hams from FCC or ARRL to send out an
invite letter/card to the club
neetings? W estimate 1300 hans in

| ocal area. Do by Zip code?

Do we have our neeting auditorium
reserved? Not for |ast couple of
nonths. M ke is working on this to get
this reserved if possible.

Doug LEM

W now have our own domain and new
host/website: ww. ppraa.org. Doug set
up special email addresses for the

of ficers, board, etc. He has nmoved our
website to the new host, Godaddy.com
Cost is $118.28 for 3 years of service
for this.

The neeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM

Next Board neeting: April 17, 2003,
7AM at The Renodel er

Submitted by:
John W shart
25 March 2006

PPRAA MEETING INFORMATION

The Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association meets monthly at 7 PM on the 2™ Wednesday of each
month at the El Paso County Health Department Auditorium, 305 S. Union Blvd, downstairs at the
apex of the two buildings. For a map, please visit our web site at http://www.qsl.net/ppraa/ or
contact any of the board members for more information.

@-Beat  Join us Thursdays at 7 pm on 146.58 for our Simplex Net! Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association
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PPRAA PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Hello.

It is with that simple word that many
conversations get started. It is also the name of
the Amateur Radio Relay Leagues new
recruitment campaign. To coincide with the
one hundred year anniversary of voice
communications via radio, this campaign is
designed to entice people of all ages into
learning more about amateur radio and the
enjoyment the hobby can provide. You can
participate in it by talking with your friends
about amateur radio and showing them the
fun you have with it. There is a new web site
for this campaign at www.hello-radio.org; you
and your friends can access it to find out more
about the anniversary and how to become a
ham. And of course you can give them a live
demo to show them what it is all about!

Before we know it Field Day will be upon us
the weekend of June 24th and 25th. Dan
KBJPPM is coordinating the club % Field Day
preparations this year. If you havent ever been
a part of a Field Day | encourage you to make
the time for it this year. We will again stage
our operations at the Sourdough Valley
recreation area and the Mountain Amateur
Radio Club will join us there. Traditionally one
club has acted as host for the event, and this
year that job falls to the PPRAA! Please watch
the club web site for updates on our Field Day
plans and also for Dans messages on the email
reflector as he starts to gather volunteers.
There are lots of areas to participate —all you
have to do is sign up with Dan!

Plans for this year % July 8th Megafest, the
club% annual fund raiser, are shaping up well

thanks to swapfest coordinator Rick K&SU
and his team of Megafest volunteers! If you
have some old or unwanted amateur radio
gear taking up precious space in your house —
now is the time to reserve a Megafest table to
sell it all' You can use the form printed on the
flyer and either send in your application and
check or bring it to a club meeting and present
it to table rental coordinator John KC@JFH.
Each year the Megafest draws a huge crowd
and table rentals almost always sell out. Raffle
tickets are on sale at each club meeting as well
so you can buy them now and avoid the lines
at the Megafest raffle ticket table. We have
some superb prizes this year: a Yaesu FT-6R
handheld, a Yaesu FT-8800R mobile rig, and a
Yaesu FT-897D all-mode HF-VHF-UHF
base/mobile radio!

Thanks to the impetus generated by Pat
KC@MIR, the club now owns a new six foot by
two foot banner for use at club functions.
Printed in the club colors of brown and gold,
this banner will certainly help draw attention
to the club and its activities. We 1l be proudly
displaying it at HamCon Colorado 2006, the
Megafest, club meetings, and other events as
they arise. If you are in charge of a club event,
please contact me to borrow the banner and its
indoor stand to help publicize the club!

73,
Christopher NC6T

@-BEAT DEADLINE

The deadline for the April 2006 @-Beat is March 25th.
Send all submissions to the editor via e-mail, US Mail, telephone or in person.
Please feel free to submit an article, joke or news —we need your fresh content!

April 2006
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PPRAA CLUB MEETING MINUTES
8 March 2006

Presi dent Christopher Tayl or NC6T
called the neeting to order at 7 PMin
the EIl Paso County Heal th Departnent
Auditorium followed by introductions
around t he room

Silent Keys: none were noted.

M ke N@ZMUD noved that the m nutes
be approved as printed in the @& Beat.
Passed.

Treasurer’'s Report: Ji m ABAK
reported that we had a $6038.30 tota
bal ance in our three accounts.

Conmittee Reports:

Refl ector — John KC@AJFH said we now
have 152 e-mmil addresses on our
refl ector nenbership list.

Field Day — Dan KB@ZPPM sai d t hanks
to Bob Wtte for reserving Sourdough
Val l ey for our Field Day site on June
23-25. Dan is recruiting station
coordinators. If interested, contact
Dan.

Megafest — Rick K@ZSU noted that the
prizes have been purchased. A Scout
troop has volunteered to provide the
food services. The next Megafest
neeting is Saturday, March 18 at The
Renodel er. He also is recruiting
vol unteers for the event.

Programs — M ke K@WVLA

April — Practical Fox Hunting
May — TBD
June — Field Day Preparation
July — TBD

August — Picnic
Sept enber — Hanton 2006
Overvi ew
Oct ober — El ections
Publicity — Christopher NC6T
conment ed on the Megafest publicity
and our new website.
Public Service — Info provided by
M ke Stansberry K@TER June 17 is the
Starlight Spectacul ar Bi ke Ride.

Vol unteers are needed for this event.
Techni cal Education — M ke W/7T
noted that the Diabetes Walk will be
May 6. Volunteers are al so needed for

this event. Planning and course
mat eri al organi zation for the Ceneral
cl ass course i s progressing.

VE Liai son — Denni s NZABC announced
t he next VE exam session will be held
April 8 at Col orado Techni cal
Uni versity. The exanms are held the
second Saturday of even nunbered
nont hs.

Webnast er — Doug N/LEM — we have a
new domai n nane (www. ppraa.org) and
websi te host (CGodaddy.con). The new
site is rmuch faster than our old
| ocati on.

ARRL Awar ds Checking — Rick K@ZsU
checked WA.S. (PSK31) for KZAM.

RACES — The next nmeeting will be
held at 6:30 PM on Thursday, March 16
at the County Cerk and Recorders
Ofice in the Centennial Hall
Auditorium Skywarn training will be
conducted at that neeting.

New Busi ness

M ke Dosero N@MUD rem nded cl ub
menbers of the repeater class to be
hel d. See the |latest & Beat for
details.

M ke Anderson W/7T presented
Certificates of Appreciation to M ke
KAVLA and Ji m ABAK for their
assi stance with his nove.

Di ck WOWMNX is schedul ed to present
DRT information to Northcomin April.

Jim ABAUK reni nded menbers to pay
t hei r nmenmbership dues if overdue. The
LARCfest is 8 AM April 1, in Longnont
at the Boul der County Fairgrounds. The
Dayt on Hamvention is May 19-21. PPRAA
Cl ub patches are available fromJim at
$5 each.

Hammy Award — this went to Dennis
NZABC for his work with the & Beat
newsl etter over the past year.

Program — Bill Mrse and Larry
Hanes of Col orado Springs Public
Uilities gave a presentation on
El ectrical Safety, conplete with a
spectacul ar electrical arc show.

Next Club Meeting: 7 PM Wdnesday,
April 12, at the El Paso County
Medi cal Department Auditorium

Next Board Meeting: 7 PM Monday,
April 17 at The Renodel er.

Submitted by:
John W shart
25 March 2006

@-Beat  Join us Thursdays at 7 pm on 146.58 for our Simplex Net! Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

All memberships are up for renewal at the end of the year. If you haven't renewed your membership
yet, please use the form at the bottom of this page, and fill out al of the appropriate information so that
the Membership Committee can update the records. Include your family so they can share the value
and the fun. If you know someone interested in joining, make a copy for them or have them visit
PPRAA on the web and download a copy of the PDF file at www.qsl.net/ppraa/member ship.html.

Membership Application for the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 16521, Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521
In which activities would

Date: & New Member & Renewad . .
you like to participate?
Name: Field Day s
Add . Demonstrations g
ress. Nets or round tables a1
T, . H. Organize activities g
City: State: Zip: Tesch ham cl iy
Cdl: Classs N T+ GA E Phone: Full Member $15: eras
Mbr of ARRL?4 Yes & No E-mail: Family Membership - $18: e
Over 65 $10: e
Additional Family Members to Join/Renew: Over 65 Family $12: eas
Associate $12: e
Name: Call: Class: ARRL? @-Beat Only $12: e
Donation to Club: $
Name: Call: Class: ARRL?
Total Enclosed:
Name: Call: Class: ARRL?
MAKE ALL CHECKSPAYABLE
TO “PPRAA”
Pleaseindicate how you'd like your @-Beat delivered: &5 Standard hardcopy via U.S. Mall
(Defaults to standard hard copy in the 25 As a PDF file attachment viae-mail, to help save afew bucks
event that NO check boxes are checked) 5 |'ll save the club afew bucks and download it from the Web!

Circleyour interests s HF/ V/UHF/ FM / SSB / Digital / DX / Contests/ Technical / Hardware / Other

New and renewing members must submit a completed application form aong with your check to the Treasurer.
Please Typeor Print Clearly!
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Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 16521
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521 USA

First Class Mail

To:
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